Recommended Commentaries by New Testament Book
Keith R. Krell

Choosing the right commentary can be overwhelming. Nearly every book of the Bible has dozens
of options, ranging from devotional to highly technical. The recommendations below are my
personal favorites for each New Testament book, organized into two categories:

e Getting Started—Recommended for personal Bible study, teaching, and sermon
preparation.
e Going Deeper—Recommended for more advanced exegetical and scholarly study.

My recommendations reflect a historical-grammatical approach to biblical interpretation and affirm
the full authority and trustworthiness of Scripture. These are commentaries | have used and
continue to recommend because they are exegetically careful, theologically sound, and
consistently helpful for understanding God's Word.

A Note on Multi-Book Commentary Series

Excellent series such as the Expositor's Bible Commentary, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary,
and ESV Expository Commentary cover multiple books of the Bible in a single volume, with each
book written by a different contributor under the guidance of the series editors. These volumes
provide outstanding value for building a well-rounded library, and many individual contributions
are excellent.

Because several biblical books share each volume, however, the treatment of each book is
necessarily less comprehensive than that of a dedicated, single-volume commentary. For that
reason, | have limited this list to standalone commentaries. This is not a criticism of multi-book
series but simply reflects my goal of highlighting the strongest individual resources for each New
Testament book.

MATTHEW

Getting Started

Douglas Sean O'Donnell, Matthew: All Authority in Heaven and on Earth, Preaching the Word
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013).

Vivid, illustration-rich commentary aimed squarely at preachers.

Daniel M. Doriani, Matthew, 2 vols., Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R
Publishing, 2008).

Christ-centered, application-rich exposition well suited for teaching and discipleship contexts.
Darrell L. Bock and Timothy D. Sprankle, Matthew, Kerux Commentaries (Grand Rapids:
Kregel Academic, 2025).

Pairs exegesis with homiletical strategy in the Kerux “Big Idea” preaching model.



Going Deeper

Charles L. Quarles, Matthew, Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary (Bellingham, WA:
Lexham Academic, 2023).

Careful Greek exegesis paired with biblical-theological synthesis.

David L. Turner, Matthew, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008).

Detailed Greek-text engagement with strong attention to Matthew's Jewish background.

MARK

Getting Started

Douglas Sean O'Donnell, Mark, Expository Reflections on the Gospels, vol. 3 (Wheaton, IL:
Crossway, 2024).

lllustration-rich, sermon-ready exposition in O’'Donnell’s familiar style.

Jason C. Meyer, Mark for You, God's Word for You (Purcellville, VA: The Good Book
Company, 2022).

Accessible, verse-by-verse guide well suited for personal devotion or small-group leading.
Eckhard J. Schnabel, Mark: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale New Testament

Commentary (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2017).
Concise, trustworthy exposition from a widely respected evangelical NT scholar.

Going Deeper

Mark L. Strauss, Mark, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2014).

Careful exegesis paired with an eye toward preaching application.
R. T. France, The Gospel of Mark, New International Greek Testament Commentary (Grand

Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002).
Magisterial, full-scale engagement with the Greek text.

LUKE

Getting Started
David G. Peterson, Luke, Hodder Bible Commentary (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2024).
A recent, accessible evangelical treatment from a widely trusted Acts scholar.

Dale Ralph Davis, Luke 17-13: The Year of the Lord's Favour and Luke 14-24: On the Road to
Jerusalem, 2 vols., Focus on the Bible (Fearn, Scotland: Christian Focus, 2021).

Warm, illustration-rich, verse-by-verse exposition brings his signature narrative sensitivity
from his Old Testament commentaries to Luke.

Going Deeper

Darrell L. Bock, Luke 1:7-9:50 and Luke 9:51-24:53, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New
Testament, 2 vols. (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1994, 1996).

The standard full-scale evangelical technical commentary on Luke.



Gregory R. Lanier, Luke, Christian Standard Commentary (Nashville: Holman Reference,
2025).

Recent, semi-technical evangelical commentary combining reception history, careful
exegesis, and theological reflection.

David E. Garland, Luke, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2011).

Thorough, literarily sensitive exegesis in a preacher-friendly format.

JOHN

Getting Started

Colin G. Kruse, John, Tyndale New Testament Commentary, rev. ed. (Downers Grove, IL: IVP
Academic, 2017).

Compact, reliable, and well-suited to sermon prep.

R. Kent Hughes, John: That You May Believe, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway,

1999).

lllustration-rich, sermon-ready exposition; a longtime favorite among expository preachers.
Going Deeper

Edward W. Klink Ill, John, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2016).

Careful literary and theological attention to John's Gospel as a unified narrative.

D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans; Leicester, England: Inter-Varsity Press, 1991).

Widely regarded as one of the finest evangelical commentaries on John.

Andreas J. KGstenberger, John, Baker Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2004).

Comprehensive, theologically rich; a strong complement to Carson.

ACTS

Getting Started
Ajith Fernando, Acts, NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998).
Missions-minded, pastorally rich exposition from a veteran cross-cultural minister.

Guy Prentiss Waters, Acts, EP Study Commentary (Darlington, England: Evangelical Press,
2015).

Mid-level, theologically robust, and clearly written for pastors and teachers.

John D. Harvey and David Gentino, Acts, Kerux Commentaries (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 2023).

Pairs exegesis with homiletical strategy in the Kerux “Big Idea” preaching model.



Going Deeper
Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2007).

Detailed engagement with the Greek text and historical background.

David G. Peterson, The Acts of the Apostles, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009).

A standard, exegetically careful evangelical commentary on Acts.

Eckhard J. Schnabel, Acts, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2012).

Rich in historical and missiological detail from a leading Acts specialist.

ROMANS

Getting Started

Christopher Ash, Teaching Romans, 2 vols., Proclamation Trust Media (Fearn, Scotland:
Christian Focus, 2017).

Preacher-focused guide bridging exegesis and sermon preparation.

Daniel M. Doriani, Romans, Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R
Publishing, 2021).
Christ-centered, application-rich exposition consistent with his other REC volumes.

Going Deeper
Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, New International Commentary on the New
Testament, rev. ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2018).
Thorough and widely trusted full-scale technical commentary.

Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, 2nd ed.
(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018).

Careful exegesis with clear theological synthesis.

David G. Peterson, Romans, Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary (Bellingham, WA:
Lexham Academic, 2017).

Situates Romans within the Bible’s redemptive storyline; accessible while still theologically
substantial.

1CORINTHIANS

Getting Started

Michael H. Burer and David B. Kieffer, 1 Corinthians, Kerux Commentaries (Grand Rapids:
Kregel Academic, 2026).

Pairs exegesis with homiletical strategy in the Kerux preaching model.

Thomas R. Schreiner, 1 Corinthians, Tyndale New Testament Commentary (Downers Grove,
IL: IVP Academic, 2018).
Concise, clear, and accessible—squarely aimed at students and pastors rather than scholars.



Going Deeper
Roy E. Ciampa and Brian S. Rosner, The First Letter to the Corinthians, Pillar New Testament
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010).
Careful, socio-historically aware exegesis; a standard evangelical technical work.

Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, New International Greek Testament
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000).
Massive, exhaustive engagement with the Greek text and reception history.

2 CORINTHIANS

Getting Started

Moyer V. Hubbard, 2 Corinthians, Teach the Text Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2017).
Concise, sermon-ready structure built around a “big idea” per passage, richly illustrated with
Greco-Roman background.

J. Gary Millar, 2 Corinthians for You, God's Word for You (Purcellville, VA: The Good Book
Company, 2020).
Accessible expository guide well suited for devotional use, teaching, or sermon prep.

Going Deeper
George H. Guthrie, 2 Corinthians, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament
(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2015).
Detailed, carefully argued technical commentary balancing academic depth with pastoral
sensitivity.
Murray J. Harris, The Second Epistle to the Corinthians, New International Greek Testament

Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005).
Exhaustive, widely cited as the standard technical commentary on 2 Corinthians.

GALATIANS

Getting Started
Todd A. Wilson, Galatians: Gospel-Rooted Living, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL:
Crossway, 2013).
Pastoral, gospel-centered exposition praised for fairness in handling Galatians” most debated
passages.

Grant R. Osborne, Galatians: Verse-by-Verse, Osborne New Testament Commentaries
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2017).

Devotional, verse-by-verse exposition aimed at pastors, Bible study leaders, and everyday
readers—minimal Greek, no scholarly jargon, drawn from Osborne’s decades of teaching.

Going Deeper
Michael H. Burer, Galatians, Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham
Academic, 2024).
Detailed engagement with Greco-Roman background and the Greek text.



Douglas J. Moo, Galatians, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2013).

Thorough, exegetically careful; a standard evangelical technical treatment.

Matthew S. Harmon, Galatians, Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary (Bellingham, WA:
Lexham Press, 2021).

Traces Paul’'s argument with detail and rigor, especially strong on Galatians’ use of the Old
Testament.

EPHESIANS

Getting Started

Darrell L. Bock, Ephesians, Tyndale New Testament Commentary (Downers Grove, IL: [IVP
Academic, 2019).
Concise, accessible exposition well suited to teaching.

Gregory S. Magee and Jeffrey D. Arthurs, Ephesians, Kerux Commentaries (Grand Rapids:
Kregel Academic, 2021).

Pairs exegesis with homiletical strategy in the Kerux preaching model.

Abraham Kuruvilla, Ephesians: A Theological Commentary for Preachers (Eugene, OR:
Cascade Books, 2015).

Theology-for-preaching approach consistent with his Mark volume.

Going Deeper
Steven M. Baugh, Ephesians, Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham
Academic, 2016).
Detailed engagement with Greco-Roman background and the Greek text.

Clinton E. Arnold, Ephesians, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010).
Strong on the spiritual warfare and Ephesus background material.

Harold W. Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic,
2002).

Massive, exhaustive technical treatment; widely regarded as the standard definitive reference
on Ephesians.

PHILIPPIANS

Getting Started
Matthew S. Harmon, Philippians: A Mentor Commentary (Fearn, Scotland: Christian
Focus/Mentor, 2015).
Named The Gospel Coalition’s Book of the Year (Bible and Theology, 2015); careful exegesis
paired with strong attention to Paul’s OT allusions.

John A. Kitchen, Philippians for Pastors (The Woodlands, TX: Kress Biblical Resources, 2018).

Pairs exegetical depth with pastoral “ministry maxims” throughout; consistent with his
Colossians and Pastoral Epistles volumes.



Going Deeper
Mark J. Keown, Philippians, 2 vols., Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (Bellingham, WA:
Lexham Academic, 2017).
Extensive, detailed technical treatment.

George H. Guthrie, Philippians, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2023).

Recent, careful exegesis from an experienced commentator and professor.

COLOSSIANS & PHILEMON

Getting Started

John A. Kitchen, Colossians and Philemon for Pastors (The Woodlands, TX: Kress Christian
Publications, 2012).

Pairs exegetical depth with practical, preacher-oriented application across both letters.

Alan J. Thompson, Colossians and Philemon, Tyndale New Testament Commentary (Downers
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2022).

A lucid, accessible commentary that shows how the two letters interpret each other.

Adam Copenhaver and Jeffrey D. Arthurs, Colossians and Philemon, Kerux Commentaries
(Grand Rapids: Kregel Academic, 2022).

Pairs exegesis with homiletical strategy in the Kerux preaching model.

Going Deeper
Clinton E. Arnold, Colossians, Word Biblical Commentary, 2" ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson,
2025).
Detailed Greek-text engagement; will become the standard technical reference.

Douglas J. Moo, The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon, Pillar New Testament
Commentary, 2™ ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2024).
Careful, exegetically sound; a standard evangelical technical treatment, recently revised.

1-2 THESSALONIANS

Getting Started

John R. W. Stott, The Message of 1& 2 Thessalonians: The Gospel and the End of Time, The
Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1994).

Pastoral, theological, practical, and highly readable.

Timothy A. Brookins, First and Second Thessalonians, Paideia: Commentaries on the New
Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2021).

Recent, well-reviewed treatment strong on historical and rhetorical background, with attention
to Paul as pastor.



Going Deeper
Jeffrey A. D. Weima, -2 Thessalonians, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New
Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2014).
Detailed, up-to-date technical treatment; widely regarded as a top choice on these letters.

Gary Steven Shogren, 1& 2 Thessalonians, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New
Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012).

Clear, pastorally aware exegesis.

Gene L. Green, The Letters to the Thessalonians, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002).

Thorough technical treatment attentive to the letters' Greco-Roman social setting and
pastoral concerns.

THE PASTORAL EPISTLES (1-2 Timothy, Titus)

Getting Started
John A. Kitchen, The Pastoral Epistles for Pastors (The Woodlands, TX: Kress Christian
Publications, 2009).

Balances serious exegesis with pastoral, ministry-focused application; consistent with his
other “for Pastors” volumes.

Andreas J. Kostenberger, -2 Timothy and Titus, Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2020).

Thorough exposition followed by a topical catalog of the letters’ major themes; widely praised
as a new go-to resource.

Abraham Kuruvilla, 7and 2 Timothy, Titus: A Theological Commentary for Preachers (Eugene,

OR: Cascade Books, 2019).
Theology-for-preaching approach consistent with his Ephesian volume.

Going Deeper
David W. Pao, 7-2 Timothy, Titus, Brill Exegetical Commentary Series (Leiden: Brill, 2023).

Massive, fresh technical treatment grounding the letters in their linguistic and socio-cultural
context.

William Mounce, Pastoral Epistles, Word Biblical Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson,
2000).

Detailed Greek-text engagement; a standard technical reference.

Robert W. Yarbrough, The Letters to Timothy and Titus, Pillar New Testament Commentary
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2018).

Careful, evangelical technical treatment.



HEBREWS

Getting Started
George H. Guthrie, Hebrews, NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998).
Clear, well-organized bridge from exegesis to application.

David G. Peterson, Hebrews, Tyndale New Testament Commentary (Downers Grove, IL: IVP
Academic, 2020).
Concise, conservative evangelical scholarship in the tradition of F. F. Bruce.

Going Deeper
Douglas J. Moo, Hebrews, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2024).
Careful engagement with the Greek text paired with real pastoral warmth.

Thomas R. Schreiner, Hebrews, Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary (Bellingham, WA:
Lexham Press, 2020).
Pairs exegesis with sustained attention to Hebrews' place in biblical theology.

David L. Allen, Hebrews, New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2010).
Substantial, exegetically careful technical treatment.

JAMES

Getting Started

Christopher W. Morgan & B. Dale Ellenburg, James, Focus on the Bible (Fearn, Scotland:
Christian Focus, 2007)
A clear, practical, expository treatment particularly useful for teaching and preaching.

Daniel Eng, James, The Hodder Bible Commentary (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2025).
An evangelical treatment from an outstanding James scholar.

R. T. Kendall, Justification by Works (James 1-3) and The Way of Wisdom (James 4-5), 2
vols., The New Westminster Pulpit (Carlisle, England: Paternoster, 2002).

Sermonic, warmly pastoral exposition across both volumes of this two-part set.

Going Deeper
Douglas J. Moo, The Letter of James, Pillar New Testament Commentary, rev. ed. (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2021).
Careful, exegetically sound; a standard evangelical technical treatment.

Joel B. Green, James, New Testament Library (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2020).
Careful literary and theological reading attentive to James's place within early Christian
wisdom instruction.



T1PETER

Getting Started

John A. Kitchen, 1 Peter for Pastors (The Woodlands, TX: Kress Biblical Resources, 2024).
Consistent with his other “for Pastors” volumes: exegetically grounded, ministry-focused
application.

Daniel M. Doriani, 7 Peter, Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing,
2014).

Christ-centered, application-rich, consistent with his other REC volumes.

Jim Samra, James, 1& 2 Peter, and Jude, Teaching the Text Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 2014).

Sermon-ready structure built around a single “big idea” per unit.

Going Deeper
David G. Horrell and Travis B. Williams, 7 Peter: A Critical and Exegetical Commentary,
International Critical Commentary (London: T&T Clark, 2023-2024).

Massive, exhaustive multi-volume technical treatment; the most comprehensive scholarly
reference available on 1 Peter.

Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, 2nd ed. (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2022).

Detailed, carefully argued technical commentary balancing academic depth with pastoral
sensitivity.

Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H Publishing,

2003).
Careful, mid-to-technical exegesis; widely used and trusted.

2 PETER AND JUDE

Getting Started
Douglas J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996).
Clear bridge from exegesis to contemporary application.

John R. W. Stott, The Message of 2 Peter & Jude: The Promise of the Future, The Bible
Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1994).

Clear, highly readable, pastoral exposition.

Going Deeper
Peter H. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter and Jude, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006).
Thorough technical treatment from a leading specialist in the General Epistles.

Herbert W. Bateman IV, Jude, Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham
Press, 2017).

Detailed technical treatment.



1-3 JOHN

Getting Started

Douglas Sean O'Donnell, 7-3 John, Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R
Publishing, 2015).
Christ-centered, application-rich exposition.

David L. Allen, -3 John: Fellowship in God'’s Family, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL:
Crossway, 2013).
lllustration-rich, sermon-ready exposition.

Going Deeper
Gary W. Derickson, 7, 2 & 3 John, Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (Bellingham, WA:
Lexham, 2014).
Immense and detailed technical treatment.

Robert W. Yarbrough, -3 John, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008).

Careful, theologically substantial technical commentary.

REVELATION

Getting Started

Daniel L. Akin, Exalting Jesus in Revelation, Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary
(Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2016).

Devotional, Christ-centered exposition consistent with the series’ aim of preaching every book
toward Jesus.

James M. Hamilton Jr., Revelation: The Spirit Speaks to the Churches, Preaching the Word
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012).

Highly readable, Christ-centered series of expository sermons.

Going Deeper
Buist M. Fanning, Revelation, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2020).
Careful, technical treatment.

Grant R. Osborne, Revelation, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002).

Clear handling of the text’s structure and theology without getting lost defending one
millennial position.

Paige Patterson, Revelation, New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2012).
Accessible, pastorally minded exposition.



FAVORITE MULTI-VOLUME COMMENTARY SERIES

ESV Expository Commentary Series (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018).

Concise, ESV-based exposition written by some of my favorite scholars (e.g., Ray Van Neste,
Jason Meyer, Daniel Doriani, Dane Ortlund).

Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (EEC)
Bellingham, WA: Lexham Academic. Extensive, detailed technical treatment volume by volume.

Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary (EBTC)
Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. Locates each Old Testament book within redemptive history,
pairing careful exegesis with sustained biblical-theological synthesis.

Kerux Commentaries
Grand Rapids: Kregel Academic. Pairs exegesis with homiletical strategy in the Kerux “Big Idea”
preaching model.

Reformed Expository Commentary
Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing. Christ-centered, application-rich exposition well suited for
teaching and discipleship contexts.

Preaching the Word
Wheaton, IL: Crossway. lllustration-rich, sermon-ready exposition aimed squarely at preachers.

Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary
Nashville: Broadman & Holman. Devotional, Christ-centered exposition consistent with the series’
aim of preaching every book toward Jesus.

Favorite Greek Commentary Series

Exegetical Guide to the Greek New Testament (Nashville: B&H Academic).
Verse-by-verse Greek grammatical analysis geared toward those with seminary Greek.

Baylor Handbook on the Greek New Testament (Waco, TX: Baylor University Press).
Detailed grammatical handbook aimed at translators and advanced students.



